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Backgrounder: The Role of Boat Live 365 in Improving Boating Safety in our Nation 

Boat Live 365® is a movement that empowers recreational boating advocates to create a safe 
boating culture 365 days a year. United States Power Squadrons launched the movement in 
cooperation with the U.S. Coast Guard. 
 
A major problem in recreational boating in the United States is the lack of boating safety education 
and ongoing awareness of new regulations and safety innovations among the boating population.  
 
Despite historic reductions in boating fatalities over the past 45 years, there are still significant 
opportunities for improvement. While most members of the boating public practice safe boating 
behaviors, gaps in individual preparedness and situational awareness remain.  
 
To advance the culture shift toward even safer recreational boat operator behavior, the U.S. Coast 
Guard’s National Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) program’s five-year strategic plan is to ensure 
the public has a safe, secure and enjoyable recreational boating experience. To accomplish this the 
Coast Guard will be implementing programs designed to minimize the loss of life, personal injury 
and property damage while cooperating with environmental and national security efforts. 
 
According to the U.S. Coast Guard’s Boating Statistics, 77 percent of deaths occurred on boats 
where the operator did not receive boating safety instruction. In contrast, only 13 percent of deaths 
occurred on boats where the operator had received a nationally approved boating safety education 
certificate. 
 
The recreational boating education community is challenged to reach new and potential boaters 
who have limited exposure to the issues associated with and the practices of safe boating. 
Consequently, most boaters learn how to handle their boats by trial and error, increasing the risk of 
accident, injury or death. Even though experience is a valued teacher, many boaters never learn 
the basics of boating safety or simply become too comfortable. 
 
Currently, various safe-boating advocates promote single focus campaigns during boating season, 
such as the U.S. Coast Guard, National Safe Boating Council’s “Wear It” life jacket campaign and 
the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators’ (NASBLA) “Spring Aboard” inititative 
and “Operation Dry Water.”  
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The goal of Boat Live 365 (pronounced like “alive”) is to provide a year-round approach focused on 
raising awareness of the key areas of interest determined by the U.S. Coast Guard. The U.S. Coast 
Guard currently has eight key areas of interest:  
 
- Accident Reporting 
- Boat Operator Responsibility 
- Dangers of Cold Water 
- Life Jacket Safety 
- Navigation Rules 
- Dangers of Propeller Strikes 
- Safety Training 
- Boating Under the Influence 
 
Boat Live 365 has developed a website with a collection of educational resources, promotional 
materials and vetted best practices created by United States Power Squadrons and other leading 
safe boating advocates. 
 
The organization will continue to update and refine the materials found at BoatLive365.org. At 
present, advocates can access brochures, event banners, social media posts, and detailed 
guidance on how to create and promote safe boating.   
 
About Boat Live 365® 
Boat Live 365  is bigger than a single campaign, it’s a safe boating movement. Launched by 
United States Power Squadrons, Boat Live 365 was made possible with a grant from the Sport Fish 
Restoration and Boating Trust Fund, administered by the U.S. Coast Guard. The goal is to 
empower recreational boating advocates to create a safe boating culture within their communities 
365 days a year. Advocates can access vetted resources and public outreach through 
BoatLive365.org to lower the rate of boating accidents, incidents and fatalities nationwide. Topics 
reflect the areas of interest prescribed by the U.S. Coast Guard to ensure that prioritized dangers, 
small and large, are kept top of mind for the boating public. Boat Live 365  will help save lives, 
and we can all be proud of that.  
 
About United States Power Squadrons 
United States Power Squadrons is a national, nonprofit, educational recreational boating 
organization founded in 1914. Our primary mission is to promote recreational boating skills and 
boating safety through education, hands-on training and service to the national boating community. 
We carry out our mission through members who serve in volunteer positions led by a Board of 
Directors overseeing various committees throughout the organization. 

 
For more information, visit www.boatlive365.org or the Facebook page @boatlive365.  


