
The focus of Boat Live 365® is on key areas of interest, 
determined by the U.S. Coast Guard, to help lower 
the rate of boating accidents, incidents and fatalities 
nationwide. This pamphlet focuses on three of those areas.

CREATING A SAFE BOATING 
CULTURE 365 DAYS A YEAR

LEARN THE IMPORTANCE  
OF BEING A SAFE AND  

RESPONSIBLE BOATER.

LEARN THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BOATER SAFETY TRAINING

UNDERSTAND NAVIGATION  
RULES & KEEPING A LOOKOUT

LEARN THE RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF A BOAT OPERATOR 



LOOK  OUT! 

Collisions on the water are highly preventable. 
Unfortunately, they happen far too regularly 
(the reason we are highlighting it here). 

Too many boaters get out on the water 
without knowing the navigation rules for 
crossing, meeting and overtaking situations. 
If two boats are approaching each other 
and one doesn’t know the rules, it becomes 
a dangerous game of “sidewalk shuffle.” 
But instead of awkward apologies it’s costly 
accidents or worse. 

It’s your responsibility to know the rules of the 
water for your safety and everyone else’s. “A 
Boater’s Guide to the Federal Requirements 
for Recreational Boaters” is a great resource. 
Thank you from all your fellow boaters.

LOOKOUT

Speaking of navigation rules, this is one you 
need to know and comply with: Rule 5. It 
states, “Every vessel shall at all times maintain 
a proper LOOKOUT by sight and hearing, as 
well as by all available means appropriate in 
the prevailing circumstances and conditions, 
so as to make a full appraisal of the situation 
and of the risk of collision.” 

That means the boat operator is responsible 
to LOOKOUT for danger. It’s also encouraged 
to designate someone else to help the 
operator keep their eyes open. For example, 
if a person (skier or otherwise) is in the water 
needing to be recovered, it’s the designated 
person’s responsibility to maintain constant 
eye contact with them, helping the operator 
maneuver the boat. It’s not an exciting 
responsibility. It’s a responsibility to keep your 
time on the water exciting, not dangerous.



BOATING IS BOOM-ING

Recreational boating is booming, especially 
human-powered boating (paddle-board, 
kayak and canoe). And so are the accident 
and injury rates. 

Most states recognize the importance of 
educating boaters about the rules, regulations, 
equipment and safe practices. They require 
basic boating knowledge education, from 
a recognized course meeting the National 
Standard, available from United States Power 
Squadrons, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, local 
state boating authorities or online, to help drive 
down those booming rates. Education along 
with enforcement and engineering have proven 
effective at reducing accident and injury rates. 

We all need to recognize the importance of 
education and encourage our fellow boaters 
to take classes in and out of the water. 
Because at the end of the day, the overriding, 
most important, bottom line of Boat Live 365 
is “Boating is Serious Fun” and we need to 
spread the word.

70% of deaths occurred 
on boats where the 
operator did not 
receive boating safety 
instruction.*

* U.S. Coast Guard’s 2019 Recreational Boating 
Statistics Report



The focus of Boat Live 365 and its key areas 
of interest are determined by the U.S. Coast 
Guard. It’s important for us all to be aware of 
and discuss each of them, all year long.

The dangers of drinking alcohol, taking  
drugs and other irresponsible behavior  
on the water.

The importance of reporting  
boating accidents.

The importance of wearing a life jacket 
and life jacket standards.

The dangers of propeller strikes and  
emphasizing the use of an emergency 
engine cut-off device.  

The dangers of cold-water immersion 
and how to lessen the danger.

The benefits of keeping a lookout and  
navigation rules and aids.

The importance of boater safety training.

The responsibility of boat operators  
keeping themselves and others safe. 

The dangers of being poisoned by 
carbon monoxide. 

Reference in this print to any specific commercial products, processes, or services, or the  
use of any trade, firm or corporation name is for the information and convenience of the public,  

and does not constitute an endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the U.S. Coast Guard.

BOATING IS SERIOUS FUN.
www.boatlive365.org
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